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Abstract 

This paper provides a critical analysis of Nani Palkhivala’s perspective on the Green Movement. Palkhivala, 

a renowned Indian jurist and environmentalist, was a vocal advocate for environmental conservation and 

sustainable growth. This paper examines Palkhivala’s views on the key issues facing the environment, the role 

of the Green Movement, and the importance of sustainable growth. The paper also discusses the implications 

of Palkhivala’s perspective for environmental policy and practice. 
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Introduction 

(Man is the world’s most dangerous animal due to the harm human’s cause to the environment, wildlife and 

each other.) The Green Movement, which gained prominence in the 1960s and 1970s, has evolved into a 

global movement aimed at promoting environmental conservation and sustainable development. It emerged as 

a response to growing concerns about the degradation of the natural environment, driven by industrialization, 

deforestation, pollution, and the overexploitation of natural resources. The movement advocates for the 

preservation of ecosystems, biodiversity, and the adoption of sustainable practices that do not compromise the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Nani Palkhivala, a renowned Indian jurist, economist, 

and environmentalist, was a significant figure in India’s engagement with the Green Movement. Palkhivala’s 

contributions extended beyond his legal expertise to include a deep concern for environmental protection. He 

argued that economic growth should not come at the cost of the environment, emphasizing the need for 

policies that strike a balance between development and ecological preservation.  

Palkhivala's advocacy for sustainable development was grounded in the principle that both economic 

and environmental health are interconnected and that one cannot be achieved at the expense of the other. 

Through his writings and public engagements, Palkhivala raised awareness about key environmental issues, 

including air and water pollution, deforestation, and the harmful effects of unregulated industrial growth. He 

stressed the importance of legal frameworks and policy reforms to address environmental challenges, 

advocating for greater environmental justice and accountability. His perspectives were crucial in shaping the 

discourse around environmental protection in India and beyond, aligning with global efforts to tackle climate 

change, conserve biodiversity, and promote sustainable growth. Overall, the Green Movement, as shaped by 

figures like Palkhivala, underscores the urgent need for an integrated approach to environmental conservation 

and development. It calls for collective global action to ensure the sustainability of the planet for future 

generations. 

 

Background 

In India, the Green Movement has a long and storied history, with roots dating back to the Chipko 

Movement of the 1970s. The Chipko Movement, which was led by rural women in the Himalayas, sought to 

protect the region’s forests from logging and deforestation. The movement’s success sparked a wider 

environmental movement in India, which has continued to grow and evolve to this day. One of the key figures 

in the Indian Green Movement is Nani Palkhivala, through his writings and public speeches, Palkhivala 

helped to raise awareness about the importance of environmental conservation and sustainable growth, and 

inspired a new generation of environmental activists and leaders. 

 

 

 

mailto:dr.sheeraznaik@gmail.com
mailto:mudasirahmad402@gmail.com
mailto:dr.sheeraznaik@gmail.com


“Nani Palkhivala’s Green Paradigm: A Study of the Interconnectedness of 

Environmental Issues and Sustainable Development” 

 

Sheeraz Naik
1
, Mudasir Ahmad Sofi

2 

  

 

 

768 
UNEFA CONFERENCE 

https://unefaconference.org/  
 

 

Palkhivala’s Perspective on the Green Movement 

Nani Palkhivala’s perspective on the Green Movement is characterized by a deep concern for the 

environment and a commitment to sustainable growth. According to Palkhivala, the Green Movement is not 

just a passing fad, but a necessary response to the environmental crisis facing the world. 

Key Principles 

Palkhivala’s perspective on the Green Movement is based on several key principles: 

1. Interconnectedness: Palkhivala believed that environmental issues are interconnected and cannot be 

addressed in isolation. He argued that deforestation, soil degradation, and resource depletion are all linked and 

require a holistic approach to solve. 

2. Sustainable Growth: Laid emphasizes on the importance of sustainable growth, arguing that economic 

development must be balanced with environmental protection. 

3. Environmental Justice: Palkhivala believed that environmental protection is a matter of social justice, 

arguing that the poor and marginalized are disproportionately affected by environmental degradation. 

4. Global Cooperation: Nani recognized the global nature of environmental problems and advocated for 

international cooperation to address them. 

 

Critique of Modern Society 

Palkhivala's perspective on the Green Movement is also characterized by a critique of modern society. 

He argued that modern society is based on a flawed paradigm that prioritizes economic growth over 

environmental protection and social justice. According to Palkhivala, this paradigm has led to the 

environmental crisis facing the world and must be changed. 

 

Key Issues Facing the Environment 

Palkhivala identifies deforestation as a major environmental issue. According to Palkhivala, 

deforestation is responsible for the loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, and climate change. Palkhivala argues 

that deforestation is a result of human greed and neglect, and that it can be prevented through sustainable 

forest management practices. 

 

The Role of the Green Movement 

Palkhivala sees the Green Movement as a critical force in promoting environmental conservation and 

sustainable growth. According to Palkhivala, the Green Movement has the power to raise awareness about 

environmental issues, promote sustainable practices, and foster global cooperation. Palkhivala argues that the 

Green Movement must work to educate individuals about the importance of environmental conservation and 

sustainable growth.The Green Movement plays a crucial role in promoting environmental conservation and 

sustainable growth. The movement’s primary objectives include: 

 

1. Raising Awareness: Educating individuals, communities, and governments about environmental issues and 

their impact on human well-being. 

2. Promoting Sustainable Practices: Encouraging individuals, businesses, and governments to adopt 

sustainable practices, such as reducing energy consumption, conserving water, and reducing waste. 

3. Fostering Global Cooperation: Collaborating with international organizations, governments, and civil 

society to address global environmental challenges, such as climate change, deforestation, and biodiversity 

loss. 

4. Influencing Policy and Legislation: Advocating for policies and laws that protect the environment and 

promote sustainable development. 

5. Empowering Local Communities: Supporting local communities in their efforts to protect their 

environment and promote sustainable livelihoods. 

By fulfilling these roles, the Green Movement contributes to a more sustainable future, where human well-

being is balanced with environmental protection. 
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Implications for Environmental Policy and Practice 

Nani Palkhivala’s perspective on the Green Movement has significant implications for environmental policy 

and practice. Some of the key implications include: 

Policy Implications 

1. Integration of Environmental Concerns: Environmental concerns must be integrated into all aspects of 

policy-making, including economic, social, and political policies. 

2. Long-term Thinking: Policy-makers must adopt a long-term perspective, prioritizing sustainable 

development over short-term gains. 

3. Participatory Decision-making: Policy decisions must involve participation from local communities, civil 

society, and other stakeholders to ensure that environmental concerns are addressed. 

4. Environmental Education and Awareness: Environmental education and awareness programs must be 

implemented to educate citizens about the importance of environmental conservation. 

Practice Implications 

1. Sustainable Resource Management: Natural resources must be managed sustainably, using practices such 

as sustainable forestry, sustainable agriculture, and sustainable water management. 

2. Reducing Waste and Pollution: Efforts must be made to reduce waste and pollution, through practices 

such as recycling, composting, and reducing energy consumption. 

3. Conservation of Biodiversity*l: Efforts must be made to conserve biodiversity, through practices such as 

habitat preservation, species conservation, and ecosystem restoration. 

4. Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation: Efforts must be made to mitigate and adapt to climate 

change, through practices such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting renewable energy, and 

implementing climate-resilient infrastructure. 

Implementation Strategies 

1. Strengthening Institutional Frameworks: Institutional frameworks must be strengthened to support 

environmental conservation and sustainable development. 

2. Building Partnerships: Partnerships must be built between government, civil society, and the private 

sector to support environmental conservation and sustainable development. 

3. Increasing Public Awareness and Participation: Public awareness and participation must be increased to 

support environmental conservation and sustainable development. 

4. Providing Incentives for Sustainable Practices: Incentives must be provided for sustainable practices, 

such as tax breaks, subsidies, and recognition awards. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Nani Palkhivala’s perspective on the Green Movement provides valuable insights into 

the key issues facing the environment and the importance of sustainable growth. Palkhivala’s emphasis on the 

interconnectedness of environmental issues and the need for a holistic approach to solve them is particularly 

significant. The implications of Palkhivala’s perspective for environmental policy and practice are clear: 

sustainable growth and environmental conservation must be prioritized in order to prevent environmental 

degradation and promote human well-being. 
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